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C O N C ER N IN G TH E  A IR PLA N E C R A SH  O N  02/19/98.

V ER BA L STA TEM EN TTA PED  02/27/98, BY  W .T. BLA N D .

Frazier: I am  talking to W .T. Bland, serving since 1969, and m y nam e is W allace Frazier


and I live in Julington C reek and I am  building a boat here at Red Bay M arine. I am  situated


under light num ber tw enty five, w hich I don’t think w orks m uch anym ore, but the boat is to the


south of the num ber tw enty five light here by the old, w hich I guess w as a restaurant. O n the day


in question the aircraft took off from  the reciprocal of runw ay 23 I guess, and cam e over m e


probably at a ten degree angle from  vertical, w hich is a norm al take off. The trajectory of the


aircraft it appears w as slightly off set to the north due to a bunch of cranes that w ere active right


at the edge of the w ater. So I assum e that’s w hy he w as a little bit further left than usual.


N orm ally he w ould have been over the trailer that w as occupied by the people here. A nd that is

norm al the Learjets pattern com ing over that trailer so I know  he w as displaced to the north a bit.


A nd approxim ately on an angle of fifteen degrees vertically from  w here I w as standing behind m y

car, as I w as getting tools out of m y trunk, I looked up and as he had been flying for three days


quite frequently so I just happened to look up and about fifteen degrees from  w here I w as


standing the engine pow er cam e back. W hen I say that, I m ean the pow er w as reduced probably


to idle from  take off pow er. The sound of the take off engine as opposed to one that is in idle it

appeared it cam e back not real fast but a nice sm ooth reduction of pow er rem iniscent of a


som ebody cutting an engine for a sim ulated flam e out or a sim ulated engine failure. A nd from


that fifteen degree point from  w here I am  standing right now , they low ered the nose slightly and I

didn’t hear the pow er com e back up and there w as no evidence of catastrophic failure of the


engine i.e. there w as no big puffs of sm oke. There w as no banging or the sounds usually


associated w ith that kind of failure.


hundred feet to his right but there is a barge out there and O fficer B land here can identify that at


som e future point and tim e. B ut alm ost on the sam e axis that he w as taking off. A nd about the


point of that barge I am  looking at, he initiated a left hand turn w hich cam e to approxim ately sixty


degrees at bank to the north and as he progressed in the turn he steepened it up and finally w as


alm ost in a ninety degree bank and now  headed probably north up the river w hich is basically


north. Then it appeared that he applied som e elevator forces to bring the aircraft around tighter


probably w ith the intention of com ing back to the field. A nd had rem ained fairly flat from  the


tim e the engine pow er cam e back to w here he w as at this ninety degree point of the turn back


tow ards m e. H e now  steepened the am ount of the bank and m ade an alm ost hundred and eighty


degree tum  and from  w here I am  standing now  looking through a tree to a w hite m ast. A nd


approxim ately at the w hite m ast vertically up from  that w hite m ast w hich is a place I can see


through, w here there used to be a house boat. The left w ing w ent dow n abruptly, w hich to m e


w ould indicate a high speed stall and a snap roll. From  that point he m ade approxim ately a three


quarter turn and them  im pacted vertically. I heard no sounds of any increase in engine pow er


during the w hole m aneuver, how ever, since he w as aw ay from  m e and in the vertical bank


The aircraft continued straight ahead and right now  there is a cranejust about a hundred a




perhaps I didn’t hear the advance, if there w as an advance of pow er. A ll of this took place in


probably less that fifteen to tw enty seconds from  the beginning w hen the engine pow er cam e back


to the tim e that he bought the farm .


I started flying in 1947 and got m y first license in ‘47 w hen I quit I w as Learjet qualified


and had flow n approxim ately forty five airplanes in m y lifetim e. That’s probably all I can give you.


Bland: 

Can you estim ate the height that he w as w hen you saw  him ?


Frazier: W ell, I go by the angles again. I w ould say he w as betw een tw o hundred and tw o


hundred and fifty feet. By triangulation you could alm ost from  his flight path dow n that runw ay to


a position above this tree here w hich is to the south east of pole num ber tw enty five. Y ou could


alm ost triangulate the exact altitude. H is trajectory w as right over from  the end of that runw ay


that he had just taken off from . H e w as probably over the top of that old building over there


w hich I understand w as a restaurant at one point in tim e. So just by triangulation I w ould say he


w as tw o hundred and fifty feet. N ot m uch higher. W hy they didn’t get higher that airplane for


som e reason never attained any higher altitude m uch on takeoff, unless m aybe they w ere taking


off at the intersection instead of using all the runw ay. That’s w hy they w ould be so low . Even a


Lear is a lot higher. O f course that’s a high perform ance airplane. The other airplanes that com e


in here and take off, m ost of them  are turbine pow ered, so they get airborne real quick. They


clim b really quick. A nything else?


Bland: O kay. A ppreciate it.


Frazier: O kay.


W illiam  T. B land
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