CASE NUMBER 98001293

TRANSCRIBED STATEMENT OF WALLACE FRAZIER
CONCERNING THE AIRPLANE CRASH ON 02/19/98.
VERBAL STATEMENT TAPED 02/27/98, BY W.T. BLAND.

Frazier: [ am talking to W.T. Bland, serving since 1969, and my name is Wallace Frazier
and I live in Julington Creek and I am building a boat here at Red Bay Marine. I am situated
under light number twenty five, which [ don’t think works much anymore, but the boat is to the
south of the number twenty five light here by the old, which I guess was a restaurant. On the day
in question the aircraft took off from the reciprocal of runway 23 I guess, and came over me
probably at a ten degree angle from vertical, which is a normal take off. The trajectory of the
aircraft it appears was slightly off set to the north due to a bunch of cranes that were active right
at the edge of the water. So I assume that’s why he was a little bit further left than usual.
Normally he would have been over the trailer that was occupied by the people here. And that is
normal the Lear jets pattern coming over that trailer so I know he was displaced to the north a bit.
And approximately on an angle of fifteen degrees vertically from where I was standing behind my
car, as [ was getting tools out of my trunk, I looked up and as he had been flying for three days
quite frequently so I just happened to look up and about fifteen degrees from where I was
standing the engine power came back. When I say that, [ mean the power was reduced probably
to idle from take off power. The sound of the take off engine as opposed to one that is in idle it
appeared it came back not real fast but a nice smooth reduction of power reminiscent of a
somebody cutting an engine for a simulated flame out or a simulated engine failure. And from
that fifteen degree point from where I am standing right now, they lowered the nose slightly and I
didn’t hear the power come back up and there was no evidence of catastrophic failure of the
engine i.e. there was no big puffs of smoke. There was no banging or the sounds usually
associated with that kind of failure.

The aircraft continued straight ahead and right now there is a crane just about a hundred a
hundred feet to his right but there is a barge out there and Officer Bland here can identify that at
some future point and time. But almost on the same axis that he was taking off. And about the
point of that barge I am looking at, he initiated a left hand turn which came to approximately sixty
degrees at bank to the north and as he progressed in the turn he steepened it up and finally was
almost in a ninety degree bank and now headed probably north up the river which is basically
north. Then it appeared that he applied some elevator forces to bring the aircraft around tighter
probably with the intention of coming back to the field. And had remained fairly flat from the
time the engine power came back to where he was at this ninety degree point of the turn back
towards me. He now steepened the amount of the bank and made an almost hundred and eighty
degree turn and from where I am standing now looking through a tree to a white mast. And
approximately at the white mast vertically up from that white mast which is a place I can see
through, where there used to be a house boat. The left wing went down abruptly, which to me
would indicate a high speed stall and a snap roll. From that point he made approximately a three
quarter turn and them impacted vertically. I heard no sounds of any increase in engine power
during the whole maneuver, however, since he was away from me and in the vertical bank



perhaps I didn’t hear the advance, if there was an advance of power. All of this took place in
probably less that fifteen to twenty seconds from the beginning when the engine power came back
to the time that he bought the farm.

I started flying in 1947 and got my first license in ‘47 when I quit I was Lear jet qualified
and had flown approximately forty five airplanes in my lifetime. That’s probably all I can give you.

Bland: Can you estimate the height that he was when you saw him?

Frazier: Well, I go by the angles again. I would say he was between two hundred and two
hundred and fifty feet. By triangulation you could almost from his flight path down that runway to
a position above this tree here which is to the south east of pole number twenty five. You could
almost triangulate the exact altitude. His trajectory was right over from the end of that runway
that he had just taken off from. He was probably over the top of that old building over there
which I understand was a restaurant at one point in time. So just by triangulation I would say he
was two hundred and fifty feet. Not much higher. Why they didn’t get higher that airplane for
some reason never attained any higher altitude much on takeoff, unless maybe they were taking
off at the intersection instead of using all the runway. That’s why they would be so low. Even a
Lear is a lot higher. Of course that’s a high performance airplane. The other airplanes that come
in here and take off, most of them are turbine powered, so they get airborne real quick. They
climb really quick. Anything else?

Bland: Okay. Appreciate it.

Frazier: Okay.

William T. Bland
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